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" “spending and  more investment 'in the:
By ERNEST CONINE :

President Reagzan and his advisers are
entitied tc be as puzzled as anyone else
about the latest reports of a powerstrugzle
within the Soviet ruling class. Western in-:
telligence services are not privy to reliable
information on the inner workings of Xrem

and therefore for a period of good beh
In Soviet relations with the West. " !_ e
<o Nor is it clear, if such people do exist,
- what Washington could do to tilt Soviet
litical evolution in their favor. » +1:. %l 4
" What the Reagan Administration can do-
in eoliti ... i3 make it repeatedly clear that American
it ks i€ all thi oo ot to' POLEY ofes the Savlet Union'a choice be-
1akes it t port . . n .
pursue a two-irack policy’toward the So_vi'e_et. g:: gn?tim eg&o::o!;f is read)gto choose the
“ments on the 644 ehance (et the Sawpel FOR0 0FCooperation, e srerepared o hel
o : . P maXe the choice worthwhile, .45 558 7
leadership may one day be. in a mood for | - myg carrq.t;{;nd-stick.'idea.is}_ma_rdly new.
reﬁf;g‘;ﬁ’%ﬁéiﬁ;ﬂ isiration In one guise or another, it has beert tha poli--
appear to be on this wavelength, "~ 5 7~ .
: Leonid I Brezhnev, the Soviet president, .
i5 75 years old and has been in ill health for

cyof every U.S. Presi or 30 years, -
s3For the.formula to: work; however, the
so leng that the guessing game asto his suc--
cessor has become a bore. Still, sooner or

stick has to be credible; otherwise, the car-’
: rot loses its ability to infiuence Soviet beha-
vior, too. In essence, this was the argument

: made by the incoming Reagan Administra-.

Jater he has to go—and there are intngumg tion for mghermmtary expenditures, -

suggestions * from. Moscow that _the:

maneuvering may already have begun. -

' Among other things, the dep

‘the K i

avior
Ao

v

0es not

- Overthe years, U.S. military strength had

‘accept " military inferiority.-feperiod, . Only

when Moscow accepted that fact, the new
o, | President suggested, would it be possible to )
et leader’s | limit nuclear arms and perhaps even to re-._

internal brouhaha over the handling of a
‘corruption investigation. "' S et
~: Galina Brezhnev, the Sovi

vi
datzhter, is married to a high:

duce theirnumber. . . PR
. This is a legitimate argument—given the
i realities of what the Soviet government is

ranking offi-
‘cial of the MVD police, which the KGB is
‘'said to suspect of involvement in wide-
“spread corruption.> - .. AT o " like—aslong as the American side honestly
Ten days after the death of the KGB' keepgits eyes and ears open for signs of give
.official, the. KGB arrested one “Boris the on the Soviet side. Otherwise, the -an-.
Cypsy,” a man of mysterious wealth who ‘nounced policy becomes nothing more than
was a frequent dinner companion of Galina an-open-ended prescription for confronta-
Brezhnev. Boris is said to have implicated tionist policies. Sticks without carrots are as
Brezhinev’s daughterirxilh’c_:it diamond deal- useless as carrots without sticks, - - s
ing. SRR S SRS - There is no question that the Sovist econ-"
- The fact that Stories so damaging to omy is under severe strain, and that the lop- -
Brezhnev’s prestige are circulating semi- sjded investment. in military strength is a
openly in Moscow is'a spectacular departure root causeof theproblem. = - : - -
‘from the norm; it wouldn't be happening if  Noonecan say with confiden
 something unusual were not going on in the Brezhnev or his successors will make the
Kremlin’shigherechelons.. " - "..'1 " decision to cut ‘military spending. But
.- What it all means in terms of U.S.-Soviet ‘Washinzton plainly should not make it easy
relations remains a puzzle, It's likely that. for the hardest of.hard-linérs in Moscow to
. Brezhnev’s immediate successor will be no argue that the door is closed to the kind of
.improvement. from the Western viewpoint, accommodation that would make a Shift in’
-but it is always possible that the leadership: priorities acceptable within the Soviet polit~
- . transition will provide an opportunity. for jcalcontext. .. . . -z . .-
. beneficial change. ™. [+ /2 Hiia 0T A few days ago,
CoE It isw't at all “certain that "people’ exist willingness to res
within the Kremlin's ruling _circles ‘who
_argue for a different set of national econom- _
“ic priorities —one calling for less: military hait in the production, testing and stockpil- -

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/18 : CIA-RDP9

- Lar

~

SO S
> 8 oz

.Soviet Union, he said, is willin

arrots and Sticks in U.S-
" American Policy Should Offer a Clear Choice

. are)-toward Western ec

po- il
. -, Tearmament program. Th

dent for 30 years, -<{''z-

- abroad, the President should no

‘tent behind a Soviet over
, uinesignal isbeing sent. . .

. gested by Brezhney,

== We don’t know how the
“reacted in pri
.ment. Butin p

‘and discuss what the Soviet leader had in
.5 .- mind—Poland notwithstanding. - .-, . -
cewhenorif -

“ness without running

American people, - -

Brezhnev reiterated his - °
ume the strategic arms ..
limitation talks with the United States.. The .
3 to accept a -
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- Sure. The Soviet leader’s purpose prob-
ably was to divert attention from the events:
in Poland, to blunt the moves (such a3 they !
onomic . sanctions-!
against the Soviet' Union and the Polish |
military regire, and to undermire Reazan's |
e Russtans prob-
1 negotiaticns are |
accomplish these °
t the mere negotiating pro-
g the desired pressures opn |

ably figure that successfu
not necessary in order to
objectives, tha
cess will brin
Washinzton. el e .
: The Reagan- Administration is under no |
obligation to be-naive, But there are two ;
-80od reasons that it.should not hava dis- -
missed the Brezhnev statement as abruptly |
asitdid. - - e o

~ One has to do with domestic and alii
politics, With the movement for a nu
freeze steadily gaining adherents he

i
[

ance
cleér-;
re and |
t allow him-"
self to seem less sensitive to the issue than
the Soviet leader,” .- .. - . .
~ But the real reason is substantive, It is al-
ways conceivable that there isa serious in-
ture, that a gen-’
j oo gt
After all, the Soviet Union has already”
achieved parity with the United Statss in
strategic nuclear weapons. Purely in terms !
of its national security, Moscow could afford .
to accept a nuclear freeze of the sort sug-
- . - 4
, if the Krem-
east a temporary.:
ard-pressed civil-_
onomy, - +. _ . °
Administration
vate to the Brezhnev state-'
ublic it was dismissed ag pro-
paganda flimflam. _ - ., . IR
It probably was, But it
better to couple
public expression

. Such a freeze could be used
lin chose, to finance at 1
shift in resources to the h
ian sector of the Soviat ec
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would have been_:
skepticism with a clear
of willin

gness to sit down |
i
Ll
e skepticism toward }
established, Reagan -
nstrate open-minded- |
therisk of looXking sot-!
-to the Krem!in or to they
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As a President whos
the Russians is well
could afford to demo

or gullibla either
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“Ernest Conineisa Times editorial writer
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